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EDITORIAL 

In the Name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful. 

By the grace of God, we humbly present to the Imam of our time, the fifth 
issue of The Warith Magazine. This is the first issue of the new year and we 
are blessed that its release is in the holy month of Rajab and coincides with 
the birth of Imam Ali (as), our first Imam. 

Rajab is one of the greatest months of the year. It is described in a narration 
of the Holy Prophet (saw) as the month in which there is an abundant 
outpouring and flow of Allah’s mercy for the believers. This is also the month 
of Ameerul-Mo’mineen, as our first Imam was born on its 13th day. The 
last days of this month hold significance due to the commencement of the 
prophetic mission (27th day) and lastly, Imam Hussain (as) left Madina for 
Makkah, thus beginning his ultimate journey of sacrifice on the 28th day of 
this month. 

In this issue our contributors, by considering the special relationship of this 
month to the abovementioned infallibles, have humbly chosen to present 
something from the lives of these holy personalities (as). There is an article 
that looks at one of the most significant attributes of the Holy Prophet (saw) 
and its relation to the prophetic mission. Our second article offers a practical 
glimpse into the life of Imam Ali (as) by presenting him as a role model for 
fathers. The final article in this issue is the first part of a two-part series that 
looks to emphasize the parallels between Imam Hussain (as) and Prophet 
Yahya (as). 

Lastly, as always, we finish the issue off with a beautiful poem and some 
questions and answers. 

Many hands have worked together to bring this issue to fruition. I would like 
to thank our content contributors, editors, artists, designers, and The Batool 
Foundation for their contributions. 


Syed Hussain Ali 

Editor of The Warith Magazine 



4 


The Warith Magazine 


March 2020 





.v U-Tlp-. 


pm 

UuV 

i 

\ 

] 

Rjgii 

—— fT s~.\ 1 ; ~ Z3i\ii 

\ I? " L 

P 3 i »■ ,^mT*7 ',. , ,,. n . ,. 

' V •— - < _ J: .. 

Ik’ 

"1 

rrSl 1 ' —Mi - " 1 1 <"- 













































TABLE OF CONTENTS 



The Holy Prophet (saw) - The 
Boundless Chest 

Suhail Fazaldin 


Imam Ali (as) - A Father for All 
Times 

Saiyid Hasan Ali Rizvi 


Imam Hussain and Prophet 
Yahya Part 1 

Sayyid Muhammad Rizvi 



Let this not be the last time... 

Shaykh Muhammad Yasin 







Questions & Answers 

Our Contributors and Editors 

































WARITH 

MAGAZINE 

The Official Magazine of the Holy Shrine of Imam Hussain (as) 



Director of Publications: 

Shaykh Ali Al-Fatlawi 
(The Holy Shrine of Imam Hussain a.s) 

Editor-in-chief: 

Syed Hussain Ali 

Sub-Editor: 

Dr. Zoheir Ali Esmail 

Art Director & Designer 

Muhammadally Sherali 

Project Coordinator: 

Safwan Jamal Eddine 
(The Holy Shrine of Imam Hussain a.s) 



Publication of The Department of 
Islamic Studies and Research 
(The Holy Shrine of Imam Hussain a.s) 










































jfoty Vropbet (saw) 

The Boundless Chest 


0 


Once again, we find ourselves at that blessed 
juncture of the calendar with its innumerable 
virtues; the blessed month of Rajab. Our scriptural 
sources are replete with narrations stating the 
great rank of this month and the rewards that are 
afforded within it for those that partake in certain 
acts of worship. It also has significant dates 
within it, such as the birthdate of the Commander 
of the Faithful, AN ibn Abi Talib (as), as well as 
the ascension of the Holy Prophet (saw) to the 
heavenly spheres. One other great event, whose 
importance cannot be undermined, is the official 
commencement of the prophetic mission, the 
bi’thah of the Holy Prophet (saw) of Islam. 

The 27th of this holy month marks the day in which 
the Holy Prophet (saw) was chosen to begin his 
divine mission of receiving divine revelation in the 
form of the Holy Qur’an, which he would go on to 
disseminate to his community such that they be 
guided to the right path. The Holy Prophet (saw) 
has narrated to have said: “I was chosen to 
perfect the great morals of my community”. In 
the years preceding this event, dating back to his 
holy birth, he had become known for his exceptional 
qualities and mannerisms. Amongst the many 
titles afforded to him, he had become famous for 
being “the Truthful” and “the Trustworthy”, even 
amongst those that opposed and disliked him. 

The Holy Prophet (saw) is the greatest of God’s 
creation and an exemplar for mankind. In the Holy 
Qur’an, Allah says: “In the Apostle of Allah there 
is certainly for you a good exemplar. ” (33:21). 
The Holy Prophet (saw) is the greatest of God’s 
creation and an exemplar for mankind. In the 
Holy Qur’an, Allah says: “No prophet has been 
annoyed as much as I have been annoyed. ” 
To add insult to injury, he would also have to deal 
with the hypocrites from his own community. He 
was constantly bombarded from all sides, internal 
and external, the likes that have not been seen 
before. For this, one would have to have a very 
vast spirit - meaning they would have to practice 
a great amount of patience, forbearance and 
compassion, as well as be able to forgive those 
that caused them pain. 

This process of “expanding the chest” or making 
one’s heart vast is something that can only happen 
through divine intervention. The scriptural sources 
bring many an example of this phenomena and its 
importance. 



When God the Almighty commands Prophet 
Moses (as) to go to Pharaoh and confront him for 
his transgressions, Prophet Moses (as) responds 
by saying a prayer. In it he beseeches God and 
says: “O My Lord! Expand my chest for me. 
And ease my task for me.” (20:24-25). Prophet 
Moses (as) was granted much strength and is 
one of the Ulul-‘azm Prophets, those that were 
bestowed a divine book and divine religious laws. 
Even with this great status that he was blessed 
with, he asks God to expand his chest, hence 
asking God to give him the patience, forbearance 
and perseverance to tackle this task. 
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Another reason that the Holy Prophet (saw) would 
have to possess a vast heart would be none 
other than receiving divine revelation. The Quran 
alludes to this: “Had We sent down this Quran 
on a mountain, you would certainly have seen 
it falling down, splitting asunder because of the 
fear of Allah, and We set forth these parables 
to men that they may reflect. ” (59:21). But it was 
the blessed heart of the Holy Prophet (saw) that 
was chosen for this divine task and was filled with 
the light of God to fulfill his mission. 

There are other references in the Qur’an whereby 
God the Almighty addresses the Holy Prophet (saw) 
regarding the issues he faced with the people. 
Examples of these are: “And have patience with 
what they say, and leave them with a noble 
(dignity).” (73:10). “We do indeed know how 
thy heart is distressed at what they say. But 
celebrate the praises of thy Lord, and be of 
those who prostrate themselves in adoration. ” 
(15:97-98). Introducing and implementing a new 
way of life, with the specific divine laws and 
commandments is a difficult task in and of itself. 
Add to that the stubborn nature of the people as 
well as other obstacles, and that becomes an 
even more difficult task to carry out. Therefore, 
for the Holy Prophet’s divine mission of spreading 
Islam to be deemed a success, he would require 
divine aid and a vital means of achieving this was 
through the expansion of his chest. 

Imam AN (as) has mentioned in a narration: “The 
instrument of leadership is the vastness of the 
chest”. As the Commander of the Faithful very 
aptly puts it, having vastness of the chest is a key 
element in being a successful leader. This quality 
requires for the leader to make major decisions 
- such as look after the needs of his subjects, 
know when to practice patience, show wisdom 
in what pathway he takes whilst trying to adapt 
equilibrium. 

The leader is also a role model to those below him. 
His people look up to him for guidance and seek 
counsel with him. They put their trust in him to look 
after them and address their needs to the best of 
his ability. In times of prosperity and success, the 
leader needs to show humility and gratefulness 
and in times of hardship and distress, he needs to 
practice patience and not make hasty decisions. 
These attributes can all be found in one that has 
a vast chest. 


As we saw in some of the holy verses mentioned 
above, God the Almighty is the all-Knowing and 
all-Aware. He knows the state of the most beloved 
of His creation and tells him what to do. A few of 
the agents in gaining vastness of the chest are as 
follows: 

1. Knowledge: 

Knowledge, like many other things, is of different 
types and categories. Imam Khomeini, in his book 
The Legions of the Intellect and Foolishness, 
presents a tripartite categorization of knowledge: 
The first type is of jurisprudential knowledge 
and the things that dictate how man lives his life 
in this world and what his duties in it are. The 
second type is the knowledge of ethics, which 
covers the aspects of one’s life that help them 
adopt virtues and move away from vices. The last 
group consists of the knowledge of the deeper 
intellectual sciences that helps one understand 
their purpose in this life. Where they are from, 
where they are and where they are headed. This 
is the highest type of knowledge. One that seeks 
this higher knowledge will end up having a heart 
that becomes even more expanded, which in turn 
will be better equipped to tackle and forebear the 
hardships of this mundane world. 

2. Worship: 

God mentions in the Qur’an: “And I have not 
created the jinn and the men except that they 
should serve Me.” (51:56). The true intrinsic value 
of worshipping doesn’t merely lie in performing 
certain rituals or a few prescribed formal prayers, 
rather it is found in surrendering the ego and in 
self-discipline. This way, man is able to fully submit 
to the will of God and carry out obedience in every 
aspect of his life. This in turn allows for the chest 
to become vast and for it to become a vessel for 
the light of God to enter and help guide him to the 
right way. 

Some of the by-products of having vastness of the 
chest are as follows: 

1. A jovial disposition: 

The Holy Prophet (saw) and the Commander of 
the Faithful (as) were well known for their jovial 
natures. This was due to the sound and contented 
nature of their hearts that would manifest on their 
blessed faces. 
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It has been narrated by Abdullah bin Harith: “I 
haven’t seen anybody who smiles as much as 
the Messenger of Allah.” This is also because 
the one with a vast chest has placed his trust in 
God and doesn’t see a reason to worry about the 
happenings of this mundane and transitory realm. 
At the same time, he won’t want to make others 
worry by showing signs of being distressed. 


2. Conceals faults: 

Another important quality of one that possesses 
a vast chest is that he conceals the faults and 
shortcomings of others. The Holy Prophet (saw) 
is narrated to have said: “He who conceals the 
faults and secrets of his Muslim brother in this 
world and doesn’t disclose them, will have his 
faults and secrets concealed by God on the 
day of judgement. ” 

3. Contentment: 

One of the most important by-products of having a 
vast chest is the ability to have a constant calmness 
and inner peace. This is due to the fact that the one 
with a vast chest is a man of God and is always 
remembering God. As is mentioned in the Holy 
Qur’an: “Those who believe, and whose hearts 
find contentment in the remembrance of Allah: 
for without doubt in the remembrance of Allah 
do hearts find contentment. ” 


We have seen that the Holy Prophet (saw) and 
his pure Household (as) are the foremost in 
possessing the greatest vastness of the chest. 
They are God’s chosen ones in this world and for 
them to carry out the divine mission, it is essential 
for them to be able to tackle the hardships that 
come their way. They (as) are the best of role 
models for mankind and the arks of salvation. May 
God bless us with the divine succor to follow in 
their footsteps and attain salvation on “The Day 
whereon neither wealth nor sons will avail, 
except him who comes to Allah with a sound 
heart.” (26:88-89) 















Ameerul-Mo’mineen. Imamul-Muttaqeen. Warrior. 
Leader. Cousin to the Holy Prophet (saw). 
Husband to the Lady of Light Fatima (as). Imam 
AN (as) is a man known by many titles and various 
attributes which highlight his acclaimed status in 
Islamic history. Numerous books and articles have 
been written expounding upon the Imam’s role 
as a follower and supporter of The Holy Prophet 
(saw), his bravery and strength on the battlefield, 
and his wisdom as a political leader. While these 
subjects do deserve proper research, publication, 
and dissemination to the Muslims who seek to 
know every single detail about the life of Imam AN 
(as), there are some seekers out there who desire 
a more practical, pertinent, and contemporary 
analysis of his lifestyle. It is undoubtedly true that 
there are few everyday life lessons to be gained 
from the above-mentioned subjects. For those of 
us who seek to follow in the footsteps of Imam 
AN (as), we are especially drawn to the subject- 
matters which not only affect us in every moment, 
but where also, there is usually scarce, confusing, 
or contradictory information. One of these topics 
is Islamic Parenting. I thought it would thus, be a 
good idea, to use this opportunity to shed some 
light on Imam AN (as) as a father and a role model 
for other fathers by looking at some of his words 
of wisdom. 

One of the most frequently sought-after spiritual 
wisdoms and pieces of advice is about how we 
can achieve more concentration in our ritual 
actions, such as our daily prayers. We may not 
have a problem in offering prayers on time, but 
when it comes to finding presence of heart and 
spiritual focus, we feel at a loss. This is sometimes 
due to the fact that we pray as if we are simply 
robots programmed to perform a task. Have you 
ever felt like you were stuck on autopilot, moving 
throughout the day without really thinking about 
what you’re doing? We wake up, get ready, eat, 
go to school or work, come home, eat, and sleep. 
And yes, there are a few religious rituals thrown 
in between for good measure. At least though, 
we intentionally offer prayers, albeit without 
concentration, and understand the importance 
behind the form, rules, and conditions. On 
the other hand, there exists another group of 
actions of which we are completely unaware of 
its significance, its principles, and especially its 
deeper wisdoms. 



Parenting is an example of a religious duty of 
this sort that so many of us, for various reasons, 
be it psychological or cultural, neglect and shirk 
our most basic responsibilities. A possible 
solution for both of the above types of spiritual 
ailments may be what is referred to as spiritual 
reorientation. Regarding actions like prayers, 
spiritual reorientation typically means to work 
on gathering your thoughts during the course of 
your prayers, while reciting your surahs or adhkaar 
in rukoo’ and sujood. But for an obligation like 
parenting, there’s an initial preliminary step that 
many may have ignored. 


J> l . 


, , o £ 0 t 


lAijSS Ijli f&A *]3 j&iaSl 133 I3I0I 5 jjJI l^l IS 
^ (jj.Ls’-O-lj ^Jjs^ol to dJJI g) S) iljui 


6:66 - Oh you who have faith! Save yourselves 
and your families from a Fire whose fuel is people 
and stones, over which are [assigned] angels, 
severe and mighty, who do not disobey whatever 
Allah has commanded them, and carry out what 
they are commanded. 
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Do we even recognize that taking care of our 
families is a Qur’anic injunction and thus an 
extremely vital religious obligation? Because this 
verse addresses the mo’mineen in the command 
form, some scholars have even stated that 
successful parenting is an obligatory duty and 
consequently, learning how to parent effectively 
becomes obligatory as well. Thus, the first way to 
help us reorganize our approach to parenting 
is to recognize that it is a religious duty, just 
like daily salaah, and therefore comes with 
rules, regulations, principles, and spiritual 
guidelines. This initial shift in thinking may help, 
God willing, break us out from our normal daily 
routine parenting habits which may be doing 
serious harm to ourselves and our families. This 
may also serve as a catalyst for us to pursue 
further research on the topic and seek guidance 
from qualified experts. 

In a narration attributed to Imam AN (as), he briefly 
elaborates on the meaning of the above verse: 


U) S- fr C- 

3 jy^JI ^SLJLdsI 3 I I3 a1c- 


Teach yourselves and your families what is good 
and train them. 


There are two different styles of parenting. One 
method has the parents perform certain actions 
in response to how their child is behaving. If your 
child refuses to eat, then say X to them. If they 
won’t clean up, say Y. If you want them to perform 
more religious activities, then have them do Z. 
This method is known as reactionary parenting 
or direct, external parenting. Because the parent 
reacts to their child’s behavior in order to achieve 
a desired result. The other method, which seems 
to be alluded to in the above verse and narration, 
is known as role model parenting, indirect 
parenting, or self-parenting. The focus of the 
philosophy and techniques behind this model is 
about starting with one’s own actions and having 
the child learn through you indirectly rather than 
directly commanding or adjusting your child, as is 
the process in reactionary parenting. Allah says 
to first save yourself, then your family, and 
the Imam (as) elaborates and says to educate, 
train, and discipline yourself, then will you 
be in a position to be a successful parent. In 
Nahjul-Balaaghah, he is reported to have said: 


% ^ o ^ os; 


(Jlx9 4-oxAJ IJulaIS to lo I (J^LU 4-axAJ IwoOJ (3^ 

0 ^ ^ 0 2 o 

<43LUb djjwo di-OLi <OjA-C- ^Lssli 

O-LJI (j^c>-l 1^03-03 ^Jlsi33 

^>A3®3 


Whoever appoints himself as a leader for people, 
he should begin with teaching himself before 
teaching others. He should discipline them 
through his own lifestyle before disciplining 
them through words. A self-educating and self- 
disciplined individual deserves more respect than 
someone who teaches and disciplines others 
[only]. 


So, if you do see certain undesired or negative 
behavior in your children, first look to yourself and 
recognize that you are most likely the cause. If 

you want to prepare your younger children and 
encourage them to destroy their ego, then the 
first major block is your own ego. Show them 
how to break their nafs by breaking your own. 


Imam AN (as) was known for waking up early at 
night and performing various acts of worship, 
especially the night prayers. As a report tells, 
one night while he was busy in worship, he heard 
Imam Hasan (as) wake up crying. Instead of 
continuing his prayers and waiting for Lady Fatima 
(as) to wake up due to the cries and take care 
of the child, Imam AN went and picked up Imam 
Hasan and brought him to his room where he 
would normally pray. He laid his son down next 
to his prayer mat and continued his night prayers. 
Through this action, the Imam not only shows us 
that it is important for our children to witness our 
acts of worship even at an early age, but also, he 
was able to balance his daily worship program 
alongside his duties as a father and husband. 
Many of us might simply expect the mother to 
take care of the children while we engage in 
our worship, but Imam AN (as) illustrates for us 
the importance of being able to balance various 
obligatory duties and recommended actions while 
respecting the rights of our family members. 
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You can apply these principles for any desired 
action. Rather than expecting them to follow 
your direct, forced instructions, let them learn 
from your example and model your behavior. 

If you want your children to be active in saying 
salaam alaykum to you, to their friends, and 
others, you need to make sure that your child 
is constantly observing you and your spouse 
greeting each other with salaams. They need to 
see you being the first to say salaam to others. If 
you want them to express more gratitude, then you 
must ensure that they see you and your spouse 
thanking each other for various activities such 
as cooking, cleaning, serving, bringing groceries 
home, etc... Do you want your child to simply say 
sorry when they’ve done something wrong or do 
you want them to feel sorry and sincerely express 
regret? If they witness you apologizing for your 
mistakes and seeking to make amends, they will 
also gradually pick up this trait. 

Imam AN (a), by constantly praying in front of his 
children, bringing them with him to his sermons, 
and creating opportunities for them to observe his 
immaculate behavior in the house, provided the 
necessary grounds for their perfections to grow 
and blossom. It is only after this initial foundation 
is created that direct words of advice, reminders, 
and commands can have any real effect. 

May we learn from the examples of the ahl ul-bayt 
(as) in order that we become better parents. 

- U - 

Imam Ali (as) was known for waking 
up early at night and performing 
various acts of worship, especially 
the night prayers. As a report 
tells, one night while he was busy 
in worship, he heard Imam Hasan 
(as) wake up crying. Instead of 
continuing his prayers and waiting 
for Lady Fatima (as) to wake up 
due to the cries and take care of 
the child, Imam Ali went and picked 
up Imam Hasan and brought him to 
his room where he would normally 
pray. He laid his son down next to 
his prayer mat and continued his 
night prayers. 






Parallels Between 
Imam Hussain (as) & 
Prophet Yahya (as) 


Parti 


This article is based on three speeches given in 
December 2010 at Baitul Qaim Centre, New Jersey. 
Some derivatives from this theme have been omitted 
from this article since they were more suitable for a 
lecture format 

Introduction: 

The message of all prophets was essentially the 
same since it originates from a single source - the 
Almighty God. As such, similarities between the 
teachings and stances of the prophets shouldn’t 
surprise anyone. The similarities become more 
pronounced when we look at the lives of the 
divine guides from the Abrahamic family. You will 
undoubtedly notice many similarities between the 
two familial branches of Prophet Abraham (as): the 
Ishmaelites (from Isma'il) and the Israelites (from 
Ishaaq). This article will focus on the similarities 
between Imam Hussain (as) and Prophet Yahya 
(John the Baptist). 

The Birth of Prophet Yahya (John) 

Yahya (as) was born six years before the birth of 
‘Isa (Jesus) to Prophet Zakariyyah (Zachariah). He 
was born Jewish from the prophetic family of Bani 
Isra’il. His birth was special; his parents were old 
and didn’t have any children. 

When Lady Maryam was born to ‘Imran, she was 
placed under the custody of Zakariyyah, who kept 
her inside the Temple, no one was allowed to see 
her but him. He soon realized that Maryam was a 
special child. This was further confirmed when he 
witnessed her receiving food sent from the heavens. 
Seeing Maryam over time, the desire for his own 
child was rekindled in his heart. 

Excerpts from Surah Maryam 

See the verses 2-9 of Surah Maryam, chapter 19. 1 

Verse 2: This is an account of the mercy of your 
Lord upon His servant, Zakariyyah, 

Verse 3: When he prayed to His Lord in a low voice. 

Verse4: He said: “My Lord! my bones have become 
feeble, my hair has turned white, but I have never 
been disappointed, my Lord, in praying to You. 

2 The translation is based on my forthcoming The Qur’an: 

An Explanatory Translation. The italics are explanatory remarks 
that I have added for easier understanding. 



- cc - 

The message of all prophets 
was essentially the same 
since it originates from a 
single source - the Almighty 
God. 
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Verse 5: Since I have no child of my own, I fear 
that my cousins will inherit me after me 2 ; more so, 
since my wife is barren. 

Verse 6: Therefore, grant me from Thee an heir 
who shall inherit me and also inherit the house of 
Ya'qub; and, O my Lord, make him pleasant.” 

Verse 7: Allah said, “O Zakariyyah! We give you 
good news of a boy whose name shall be Yahya— 
and We have not made his namesake before.” 

Verse 8: When Zakariyyah heard this good news, 
he said in astonishment, “My Lord, how can a son 
be born to me while my wife is barren and I have 
already reached the extreme of old age?! 

Verse 9: Allah said, “So shall it be.” Your Lord 
said, “It is easy for me. Do not you see that I 
created you aforetime, when you were nothing?!” 

After Yahya (as) was born, Allah included him 
amongst His most chosen servants as seen in the 
verses 12-15. Allah mentions 10 qualities that 
signify Yahya as being amongst His most chosen 
servants: 

Verse 12: Allah said, “O Yahya! (1) Hold the Book 
with strength.” and (2) We gave him wisdom while 
he was still a child, 

Verse 13: (3) And a tenderness from Us (4) and 
purity. (5) He was God-fearing, 

Verse 14: (6) And devoted to his parents, (7) and 
he was not arrogant and intractable to the people. 

Verse 15: Therefore, ( 8 ) peace be upon him on 
the day he was born, (9) and the day he shall die, 
( 10 ) and the day he shall be raised to life.” 


Parallels between Yahya (as) and Hussain 
(as) 

The below sections will cover various categories 
and sub-categories where Prophet Yahya and 
Imam Hussain share similar traits and events in 
their lives: 

2 This statement of Prophet Zakariyyah clearly show that a 
prophet’s family members can inherit his estate. And, therefore, 
the statement attributed to our Prophet (s) by Abu Bakr that, “We 
the prophets do not inherit; whatever we leave behind is charity,” 
is nothing but a concocted statement to deny Fatima (as) her 
share in the inheritance. 


Similarities At Birth 

By looking at the story of Yahya’s birth in the 
Qur’an and what we know in history about the birth 
of Imam Hussain (as), we can see the following 
similarities: 

1. Good Tidings upon Birth 

Both Yahya and Hussain’s entrance into this world 
were met with good news of their births. For Yahya 
(as), this was in form of one of the earlier quoted 
verses: “O Zakariyyah! We give you good news of 
a boy whose name shall be Yahya.” 

In the case of Hussain (as), the angel Jibra’eel 
descended and informed the Prophet (saw): “O 
Muhammad, verily Almighty Allah gives you good 
news of a child to be born to Fatima.” 

Of course, the good tiding for Yahya was 
accompanied by joy while the good tiding for 
Hussain was accompanied by the sadness for the 
Prophet (saw) since Jibra’eel foretold him about 
his martyrdom in Karbala. 

2. Names given by Allah 

They both were also given names by Allah. In 
case of Yahya, the above verses say: “...whose 
name shall be Yahya—and We have not made his 
namesake before.” 

In the case of Hussain, the hadith continues, “and 
inform him, O Jibra’eel, that I have named him as 
al-Hussain.” Both these names were never used 
before for any prophet. 

3. Authority in childhood 

They both had authority in their childhood. For 
Yahya, the verse says: “We gave him wisdom 
while he was still a child.” 

And in regard to Hussain, his authority in childhood 
can be seen in an event in which he becomes a 
witness to the Prophet’s agreement for the tribe 
of Thaqeef in 8 AH. The document was dictated 
by the Prophet and written by Khalid bin Sa'eed. 
And it said, “This copy of the document has been 
witnessed by ‘AN bin Abi Talib, Hasan bin ‘AN and 
Hussain bin ‘AN...” In the year 8 AH, the age of 
Hussain was only four. 
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4. Character 

Their exemplary character has been described 
in identical ways, mentioning their tenderness, 
purity, always being God-conscious. Regarding 
Prophet Yahya, these qualities were listed in the 
above-mentioned verses of Surah Maryam. 

Imam Hussain (as) was also blessed with such 
qualities: He was known for his special devotion 
for prayer as witnessed in the famous Du‘a of 
‘Arafah and also in his request to the Yazidi forces 
to postpone the hostilities for the next day as he 
“loved to pray to his Lord at the night.” He was 
part of the five individuals under the mantle when 
the verse of purity was revealed; and he was an 
embodiment of God consciousness. 

5. Statement of peace upon them 

Expressions of peace and blessings upon birth, 
death, and resurrection: 

The verses quoted above also said, “...peace be 
upon him on the day he was born, and the day he 
shall die, and the day he shall be raised to life.” An 
interesting point to note is that Allah has quoted 
the same statement made by Prophet ‘Isa for 
himself in Surah Maryam, verse 33. 

Observing the fact that there is a prayer for both 
prophets Yahya and ‘Isa, for their birthdays, 
deaths, and the day of resurrection, proves that 
remembering these days (of milaad or wafaat) 
and praying on these days is not forbidden or an 
innovation (bid‘ah ). 3 


1. the day he is born and comes from [the 
protective and familiar environment of] the womb 
of his mother and sees the [new, unfamiliar] world; 

2. the day he dies and sees the next world and 
its people; 

3. the day he will be resurrected and will see the 
judgement that he hadn’t seen in this world. 

So Allah bestowed peace (salaam) upon Yahya in 
these three situations and calmed his fear...” 

As for Prophet Yahya, John the Baptist, his birthday 
as well as his day of martyrdom are important days 
on which Allah bestowed peace upon him. 

Imam Hussain (as) also became a martyr for the 
sake of Allah, in a situation more tragic than that 
of Yahya. Using the same principle that we see in 
the Qur’an, we also can easily say: 


Ijp- Cxxl) 3 JuB 3 JJ3 ^3.) 3 


Salutations to Hussain on the day he was born, 
on the day he was killed, and the day he shall be 
raised back to life. 

4 An apparent caveat to this is that it doesn’t enable Muslims to 
celebrate Christmas, Good Friday, or Easter Monday: 

Christmas: ‘Isa was not born on the 25th of December. This was 
a Roman pagan celebration of their Sun god, and they wanted 
to keep it even after converting to Christianity. The Church 
‘Christianized’ this celebration by changing it from the Sun god’s 
birthday to the birthday of God’s son. The description of Jesus’ 
birth in the Bible indicates that it must have taken place in early fall 
season and not in the winter. 


For all three occasions, Allah talks about “salaani' 
on those days. What does “salaarrf’ mean here? 
It means to wish or pray that that person would 
be free from any worry or concern that may occur 
on that day. Our eighth imam, Imam Ridha (as) 
explains the verse: 

“The most distressful time for a human being 
occurs in three situations: 


Good Friday/Easter Monday: The crucifixion of Jesus is not part 
of Islamic beliefs; therefore, Muslims don’t commemorate his 
shahadat on Good Friday, nor do they celebrate his subsequent 
resurrection two days later on Easter. According to Islam, ‘Isa is 
still alive in occultation. 

However, Muslims do believe that the day Jesus was born, the day 
he shall die (after joining Imam Mahdi at the end of time), and the 
day of resurrection, are all important days for which even Jesus 
prayed for peace upon himself. 


u 


As for Prophet Yahya, John the Baptist, his birthday as well as his 
day of martyrdom are important days on which Allah bestowed 
peace upon him. imam Hussain (as) also became a martyr for the 
sake of Allah, in a situation more tragic than that of Yahya. 
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l^Jlo j 3-I dill V 3 

We came to you crawling, 
broken, 

inept and heartbroken. 

With hearts in our hands of hope 
our words unspoken. 

My Master! 

You know what our hearts contained 
and what was within. 

Like your children you welcomed us 
and into your house took us in. 

You picked us up and dusted us off, 
soothed our pains. 

Wiped our tears away and bathed us in mercy's rain. 

Your generosity knows no bounds 
except the limit of both realms. 

Your kindness and love, 
the souls it always overwhelms. 

And now once again 
sadness overcomes me 
like an intense downpour 
Bidding you adieu brings with it pain 
and within my soul an uproar 

Let this not to be the last time 
I cast my eyes upon your golden dome. 
Without your light, 
in a desolate darkness 
will I be destined to roam. 

And so My Master 

until God wills me 
to this paradise on His earth. 

Life will go on 

and the hope to visit you again 
will determine its worth. 




Written by: 

Abu al-Hasan (Muhammad YasTn) 

The ArbaTn al-Husayni [s], 1441 
The Holy Shrine of al-’lmam al-Husayn [s], 
The Holy City of Karbala’ 
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This is where our 
contributors and editors 
answer your questions, so 
please keep sending them to 
alwarith@imamhussain-lib.com 



© 

O 




If faith and religion is a personal matter between 
God and the human being, then why does 
organized religion exist as such? 

Faith is a personal matter in the sense that faith is to do 
with the individual. God has guided humans as to how to 
develop that faith correctly though revelation to some of 
His exceptional servants. However, religion is wider than 
the individual and at the same time affects an individual’s 
faith. Religion is concerned with how humans live together 
as well as how they are as individuals. A belief system 
is formalised since the scriptural sources are at times 
inaccessible to lay believers and organisation is part of 
creating a society of believers. 

What does the Lohul-Mahfuz encompass? Other 
than the Quran, what else is considered to be 
part of it? 

The Lohul-Mahfuz is an expression of God’s 
unchanging Knowledge as it pertains to the creation. It is the 
reality that the revealed Qur’an is a manifestation of. 
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What is the best way to concentrate and have 
complete presence of heart in our prayers? What 
should one think of while praying and what are 
the recommended acts in Salah to help perfect 
it? 



Having complete concentration in every prayer is a station 
that takes time and much effort to arrive at. It is a journey that 
has many aspects to it, and it cannot be rushed. Here are a 
few basic aspects that can be started with: 


1. Know the meaning of what you are saying 

2. Create conditions which aid concentration such as praying 
in a quite place and without being in any kind of rush to do 
something else straight after 

3. Know the philosophy of why you are praying and pray out 
of understanding rather than routine 

4. Work on a natural type of concentration and do not rush to 
force a concentration that is solely a facet of the mind. There 
are other states in prayer that are the cause for absorption. 

5. Work on purifying the self and experiencing God’s presence 
at all times. 

6. Try to not pray on a full stomach or when you need the 
bathroom 
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Please send contributions for all future issues, comments and questions to: 

alwarith @imamhussain-lib. com 












